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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . This communication is in response to the amendment filed on 04 January 2006. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed 04 January 2006 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. Applicant argues that the prior art of Sasaki (US 6,633,400) is not 
seen to disclose or to suggest at least the feature of a print ordering apparatus 
discriminating whether a printer information description file stored in the print 
management apparatus is updated, and then downloading the printer information 
description file from said print management apparatus based on the discrimination 
result. The examiner respectfully disagrees. The CPU 1 1 of the printer server 210 
executes the automatic update program 201 to determine if the printer description file 6 
in the printer description file directory 223 has been updated (Fig. 6). If the file has 
been updated, the CPU 1 1 outputs the updated printer description file to each of the 
client PCs 30 from the printer server apparatus 210 (col. 15, lines 66-67, col. 16, lines 1- 
4). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
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only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 33, 36, and 36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(e) as being anticipated 
by Sasaki et al. (US 6,633,400). 

5. Regarding Claim 33, Sasaki et al disclose a print ordering apparatus (Fig. 5, 
client PC 30) for ordering print by communicating with a print management apparatus 
(Fig. 5, printer server apparatus 210) via a network (Fig. 5, communication network 40), 
comprising: discriminating means (Fig. 6, automatic update program 201) for 
discriminating whether a printer information description file (Fig. 6, printer description file 
6) stored in said print management apparatus (Fig. 5, printer server apparatus 210) is 
updated (Fig. 6, automatic update program 6) (Fig. 7, S12 and Fig. 8, S25 -S27) (col. 
15, lines 25-67, col. 16, lines 1-4); downloading means (transferring or copying) for 
downloading the printer information description file from said print management 
apparatus in accordance with a discriminating result of said discriminating means (print 
description file is transmitted from the printer server apparatus 210 to the client PC 30 
through the communication network 30) (col. 14, lines 18-22); and forming means 
(printer apparatuses 250) for forming print data in accordance with the printer 
information description file (print processing) (col. 1 1 , lines 53-58). 

6. Regarding Claim 34, Sasaki et al disclose a print ordering apparatus, further 
comprising: obtaining means for obtaining a list file of printers with which said print 
management apparatus is capable of communicating (names of the apparatuses 250 
are listed in the printer description file) (col. 12, lines 55-65); judging rneans forjudging 
whether printers listed in the list file are capable of printing the formed print data 
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(property file) (col. 12, lines 16-27); displaying means (display portion 36) for displaying 
the printers in accordance with a judgment result of said judging means (client PC 30 is 
described) (col. 13, lines 30-40) (property files selected thru client PC 30) (col. 1 1 , lines 
8-20); selecting means for selecting one of the printers displayed by said displaying 
means (one of the property files Is selected thru the client PC 30) (col. 1 1 , lines 8-20); 
converting means for converting the formed print data (property data) into a print order 
file (property data is described in a property file) corresponding to the printer selected by 
said selecting means (one of the property files is selected by the client PC 30) (col. 1 1 , 
lines 4-20); and uploading means for uploading the print order file to said print 
management apparatus (property file is transmitted from a client PC 30 to the printer 
server apparatus 210) (col. 1 1 , lines 23-26). 

7. Regarding Claim 35, Sasaki et al disclose a print ordering apparatus, wherein 
said print management apparatus transfers the print order file so that the printer prints 
the transferred print order file, and wherein the printer effects printing on the basis of a 
file generated based on the print order file (printer server apparatus converts the print 
data into bit-map data in accordance with the set print property) (col. 14, lines 24-45). 

8. Claims 36 and 37 are rejected for the same reason as claim 33. 

Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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Taima (US 6,594,031) discloses a printer control system including a printer 
control device for controlling plural printers connected thereto via a network and 
providing image data transmission to plural printers by using a single bitmap memory. 

Fisher (US 6,762,852) discloses print feature selection based on a combined 
features of several printers. 

Shiohara (US 6,804,019) discloses a print data generation system that is 
compatible with a plurality of printers of a printing network. 

Davis (US 6,922,256) discloses a method and apparatus in a data processing 
system for transferring printer data. 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or eariier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Satwant K. Singh whose telephone number is (571) 

272- 7468. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday Sam - 
4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kimberly A. Williams can be reached on (571 ) 272-7471 . The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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